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GOLDEN HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

2008-2009 

President .................................Terry Asher 
Vice President............................. Bob Teel 
Secretary................................ Leona Ihnen 
Treasurer ............................... Lois Flesner 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS (BY CLASS) 
    PROPOSED 
 CLASS OF 2006 CLASS OF 2007 CLASS OF 2008 CLASS OF 2009 
 EXPIRES EXPIRES EXPIRES  EXPIRES 
 APRIL 2009 APRIL 2010 APRIL 2011  APRIL 2012 

Terry Asher Lois Reason Don Buss Vicki Anderson 
Roger Flesner Marge Shank Lois Flesner Roger Flesner 
Leona Ihnen Jim Stout Kay Lord Jim Mortimore 
Jim Nichols Bob Teel Sue Marchand Jim Nichols 
Marilyn Haschemeyer Keith Wilson Marilee Crooks   

PROGRAM 

6:30-7:00 PM: Social Hour and Refreshments 

7:00 PM: Call to Order .............................................................................. Terry Asher 
Report of Quorum ..................................................................... Leona Ihnen 

  Presentation..................................................................................Holly Cain 
Executive Director, Quincy Area Convention & Visitors Bureau 

 Reading of Meeting Notice........................................................ Leona Ihnen 
Approval of minutes, 2008 Annual Meeting .............................. Leona Ihnen  
President’s Report ...................................................................... Terry Asher 
Treasurer’s Report .....................................................................Lois Flesner 
Committee Reports 
 Resource Committee......................................................... Karen Nichols 
 Building and Grounds Committee.............................................Don Buss 
 Nominating Committee...................................................... Roger Flesner 
Election of Officers ................................................................. Mark Cassens 
Old Business 
New Business 
Adjournment 
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MINUTES OF 
ANNUAL MEETING 

The annual meeting of the Golden Historical Society was held on Monday, April 14, 2008 at 
7:00 PM at the Windmill Hall, Golden Illinois.  The 2007-2008 Annual Report was given to 
each member as they arrived and signed in. 

President Terry Asher called the meeting to order.  Secretary Leona Ihnen reported a quorum 
was present. 

President Terry Asher introduced Jim Mentesti from the Great River Economic Development 
Foundation as the speaker for the evening.  Mr. Mentesti congratulated the Society for the 
progress made since the purchase of the windmill in 1985 to the present time.  A lot of 
volunteer work has gone into the mill project in that time.  Since 1985 many road projects in 
the area have been completed or soon will be to make Golden easier to access.  Mr. Mentesti 
suggested that a billboard available on Route 336 be used to advertise the Windmill.  If the 
Society decides to do this, GREDF would pay 60% of the rent for the billboard.  This should 
be given serious consideration. 

Secretary Leona Ihnen read the meeting notice.  The Secretary's report was approved as 
presented. 

President Terry Asher reported on the Society's progress in the past year and the things that it 
hopes to accomplish in the coming year.  He reported that the Clayton work camp might be 
closing and how that would' affect the amount of help we need.  They do a lot for the Golden 
Historical Society and the rest of the community and they will be greatly missed.  Terry 
reported that the Society is losing membership and that a membership drive is needed.  
Younger members are needed. 

Treasurer Lois Flesner answered questions about her report and the 2008 proposed budget.  
A motion was made by Roger Flesner with a second by Bill Cassens to accept the Treasurer's 
report.  The motion carried. A motion was made by Bob Reason with a second by Jim Stout 
to accept the proposed 2008 budget.  The motion carried. 

Lois Reason declared the Windmill Follies a success again this year with 954 meals served. 

Mark Cassens presented the new slate of nominees for Director to be considered.  They are: 
Don Buss, Lois Flesner, Kay Lord, Sue Marchand, and Marilee Crooks.  Marilyn 
Haschemeyer was nominated to fill the one year unexpired term of John Aden.  Bob Reason 
made a motion to close the nominations with a second by Kay Lord.  The motion carried.  
The slate was accepted as presented with no further nominations. 

Roger Flesner made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Kay Lord.  The 
meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully Submitted 

Leona Ihnen, Secretary 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

First, I want to thank the Board of Directors, the Committees, and the Society members and 
volunteers for their work in the past year.  Thanks especially our retiring Board members, 
Leona Ihnen and Marilyn Haschemeyer.  Leona has been a director for 15 years and the 
board secretary for 14 years.  Marilyn recently joined us by serving the remainder of an open 
term.  Their leadership and dedication in the past years has been invaluable.  I hope that 
you’ll both continue as Society members and help with tours or other events.  Finally, thanks 
to Roger Flesner and Jim Nichols for their service during their term and for agreeing to serve 
another term. 

I want to offer a special thanks to two special people, Norma Beckett and Marlene Ihnen.  
Norma has been our Museum Curator for several years and was primarily responsible for 
managing our priceless museum collection and the stories it tells.  Marlene led our education 
program that successfully showed hundreds of students what life was like in the 1800s.  
Thanks, Norma and Marlene! 

The Society needs to recognize the Clayton work camp for their ongoing support.  Although 
we thought they may close, they still put hundreds of hours into the windmill.  We would not 
have the facility that exists today without their help. 
Finally, I want to recognize Wilbur Buss, a former director who 
passed away since our last annual meeting.  I first met Wilbur at the 
training weekends in 2003 and soon discovered his passion for 
completing the mill as well as his love of life, especially singing.  I 
had no clue what I was getting into when Wilbur asked me to help 
build the new north wall in the museum.  Wilbur had a significant 
influence on where the windmill and the Society are today.  We 
recognize his past leadership and dedication. 
Thanks, Wilbur and we miss you. 

Now, where are we in April 2009?  As usual, lots of things happen at the windmill.  The 
Building and Grounds Committee led several major maintenance and upgrade projects on the 
windmill complex.  We are preparing for future parking expansion by working on our south 
acreage.  The Resource Committee successfully planned six major fundraising projects.  The 
Great River Economic Development Foundation helped us place a billboard (shown below) 
on IL 336 northbound between US 24 and the Adams County Fairgrounds during the summer 
tour season.  Roger Flesner just completed the redesign of our brochure.  Many other details 
are listed in the Resource Committee and Building/Grounds Committee reports. 

 

 Wilbur Buss 
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Last year I proposed the vision shown on the cover.  To realize this vision I proposed several 
goals for your consideration.  How did we do? 

 By April 2008, complete the reorganization and inventory of the Golden Museum 
artifacts, develop supporting policies and operate the Golden Museum as a museum.  
This is a big project and is still ongoing.  Norma Beckett started the inventory process 
and is well on her way, but the project isn’t yet complete.  Marilee Crooks is our new 
Museum curator and will continue this project 

 Begin publishing a quarterly newsletter for Society members.  Roger Flesner recently 
took the initiative to publish the newsletter.  He sent the second issue last week.  Thanks, 
Roger and also to Lisa Newell at Elliott Publishing for helping with the layout design.  
Roger also continues to publish press releases and insert ads for local newspapers. 

 By April 2009, conduct one organized membership drive in Golden.  This hasn’t 
happened but needs to.  We need to extend this goal to April 2010. 

Our biggest challenge remains people, or to be more specific, the lack of people.  We need to 
have a membership drive this year.  Membership continues to stagnate and has decreased 
slightly with the passing of several members this year.  A combination mail and door-to-door 
drive happened in 1996 that increased Society membership from 13 to 160.  We must 
convince more local people of the windmill’s value to them and that it needs their help. 

We also have an open director position for the proposed class of 2012.  Our Nominating 
Committee made numerous contacts but was unsuccessful in filling all three positions.  From 
my perspective, we do well in getting help for individual events but we are having problems 
finding leaders to do ongoing work, the planning and organizing.  For example, we still need 
a new Education Program coordinator.  This program appears to be languishing from a lack 
of leadership.  Everyone, not just the current directors, needs to encourage people you know 
that have the talent to get involved and provide some of this ongoing leadership. 

We also have a major repair project on the horizon.  The large sprattle beam in the windmill 
cap of the windmill has weakened due to decay.  We are working with Awerkamp Machine 
to strengthen it without having to remove and rebuild the cap.  This repair will be cost several 
thousand dollars.  We may also have to repaint the windmill in the next year. 

As for me, I’m also retiring as a director.  Since returning to the area in 2002 I’ve devoted a 
lot of time serving multiple volunteer positions and made these a priority over other personal 
interests.  I will continue to help but I need to decrease the amount of time do some family 
projects that haven’t seemed to “float to the top” over the last few years. 

As I conclude my third year as the Society President, one final thanks for all of you and what 
you do here.  Without this core of dedicated people with a vision, the windmill would be in 
another town.  You’ve saved a priceless piece of history.  Let’s keep it going! 

Terry Asher 
President, Board of Directors 
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GOLDEN HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
BALANCE SHEET 

ASSETS 

 December 31, December 31, 
 2007 2008 
CURRENT ASSETS 

Checking Account ..................................................................... $4,787 ............... $25,283 
Cash ............................................................................................... 100 ...................... 100 
Inventory — Books ................................................................... 15,875 ................. 15,822 
Inventory — Windmill .............................................................. 14,000 ................. 20,000 
Inventory — Gift Shop................................................................ 9,000 ................. 10,000 
Money Market........................................................................... 25,076 ................. 25,323 
Restoration Brick Account........................................................... 3,326 ................... 3,140 
TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS................................................$72,164 ............... $99,668 

Fixed Assets 
Building .................................................................................$883,919 ............. $883,919 

TOTAL ASSETS..................................................................$956,083 ............. $983,587 

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCES 

CURRENT LIABILITIES 
Notes Payable................................................................................... $0 $0 

Fund Balance 
Unrestricted............................................................................$952,757 ............. $980,447 
Restricted .................................................................................... 3,326 ................... 3,140 

TOTAL FUND BALANCE..................................................$956,083 ............. $983,587 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCES..............$956,083 ............. $983,587 
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GOLDEN HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
STATEMENT OF REVENUE 

YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2008 

 2007 2008 

Membership Fees ....................................................................$3,950...................$3,575 
Memorials ................................................................................... 730.....................3,200 
Rents.........................................................................................5,421.....................9,926 
Fund Raising ...........................................................................16,776.....................4,826 
Book Sales .................................................................................... 21 
Picture Sales................................................................................ 150........................132 
Donation, Tours, & Tour Dinners ..............................................1,476.....................6,403 
Museum & Donations............................................................... 2,640 
Gift Shop...................................................................................9,979.....................8,622 
Follies Booklet ..........................................................................2,720.....................2,935 
Follies Tickets .........................................................................19,394...................18,562 
Perpetual Care ............................................................................... 25........................100 
Roof Grant ............................................................................... 2,500 
Grant (Quincy Society of Fine Arts) ............................................ 350........................300 
Transfer from Brick Account (steamer purchase)...................... 2,449 
Transfer from GWC Account ...................................................... 607 
Consignment Prom Dresses ......................................................... 612 
Kitchen Grinder........................................................................... 200 
Thrivent (Heritage Days)...........................................................8,048.....................9,102 
Thrivent (other grants)................................................................. 500 
Christmas at the Mill (Vendors)..................................................... 75........................445 
Christmas at the Mill (Bake sale)................................................. 577........................470 
Christmas at the Mill (Food stand)............................................... 708........................920 
Christmas at the Mill (House tours) .............................................new........................698 
Christmas at the Mill (other).......................................................... 45........................111 
Cash Return................................................................................. 342.....................1,758 
Refund (Miscellaneous table refund) ........................................... 558 
Refund (Floor Mat) ....................................................................... 75 
Refund (Utilitities) ...................................................................... 723 
Sale Items.......................................................................................... ..........................82 
Golden Marigold ............................................................................... .....................2,500 
DVD Refund ..................................................................................... ........................185 
Bingo ................................................................................................ ..........................90 
Heritage Days.................................................................................... .....................1,974 
Heritage Days (Donation from businessmen)..................................... ........................486 
Heritage Days (Sweet Corn dinner) ................................................... .....................2,362 
Valentines Day Mystery Dinner ........................................................ .....................2,292 
Oktoberfest........................................................................................ .....................2,247 
Prizes ................................................................................................ ..........................30 
Refund .............................................................................................. ..........................40 

TOTAL SUPPORT AND REVENUES ................................81,651.................$84,373 
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GOLDEN HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
STATEMENT OF EXPENSES 

YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2008 

 2007 2008 

EXPENSES 

Transfer to Money Market................................................................ $25,000 

Bank Card Fees .......................................................................................568 ............. 348 
Insurance.............................................................................................. 5,078 .......... 5,133 
Legal Fees ...............................................................................................125 ............. 103 
Membership & Dues ...............................................................................150 ............. 100 
Office Supplies........................................................................................557 
Postage....................................................................................................375 ............. 482 
Printing ...................................................................................................792 ............. 731 
Taxes (Real Estate & Sales Taxes) ....................................................... 1,395 .......... 1,317 
Utilities ................................................................................................ 7,983 .......... 8,988 

Building & Grounds ............................................................................. 3,157 .......... 2,638 
Labor.......................................................................................................450 ............. 100 
Repairs and Maintenance............................................................................... .......... 3,831 
Maintenance and Roofing..................................................................... 6,681 
Material & Supplies.............................................................................. 1,168 .......... 1,610 
Land Maintenance ...................................................................................239 
Kitchen Equipment............................................................................... 3,736 
Tools .........................................................................................................42 

Gift Shop.............................................................................................. 9,796 .......... 7,497 
Cash for Events .................................................................................... 2,520 .......... 1,810 
Fund Raising ...................................................................................... 12,667 ........ 20,404 
Advertising........................................................................................... 3,393 .......... 3,510 

Rental Refunds & Memorials ............................................................... 1,180 ............. 935 

Thrivent ............................................................................................... 8,048 

Miscellaneous expenses...........................................................................659 .......... 4,358 
Mower ............................. $1,649 
Video ................................. 1,000 
Chairs and tables.................. 938 
Prizes ................................... 400 
CVM edit history .................. 125 
Janice Vogel ......................... 125 
John Wood tuition................... 96 
Lockbox rental........................ 25 

TOTAL EXPENSES ........................................................................ 95,759 ...... $63,895 
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GOLDEN HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
BRICK ACCOUNT 

YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2008 

INCOME  

Bricks (5 bricks @ $150 each)................................................................................ $750.00 

TOTAL INCOME .......................................................................................... $750.00 

EXPENDITURES 

Plants ..................................................................................................................... $175.18 
Bricks....................................................................................................................... 274.76 
Walkway installation................................................................................................ 491.50 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES ............................................................................ $941.44 

GOLDEN HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
PROPOSED 2009 BUDGET 

 2008 2008 2009 PERCENT  
ACCOUNT ACTUAL BUDGET BUDGET CHANGE NOTES 

Advertising (excluding event ads) $3,510 $3,850 $3,850 0%
Bank Card Fee $348 $650 $650 0%
Building Repairs $3,831 $7,050 $7,050 0%
Consignment $100 $100 0%
Fund Raising (Food Expenses) $20,404 $22,800 $22,800 0%
Insurance $5,133 $5,600 $5,600 0%
Kitchen Equipment Purchases 
Labor For Repairs $100 $2,700 $2,700 0%
Legal Fees $103 $300 $300 0%
Maintenance-Perpetual $2,638 $5,000 $5,000 0% General Upkeep 
Material  & Supplies $1,610 $2,600 $2,600 0%
Memberships (To other societies) $100
Miscellaneous $4,358 $1,900 $1,900 0%
Postage & Post Office Box Rental $482 $600 $600 0%
Cash for Events $1,810
Printing $731 $900 $900 0%
Rental Refunds & Memorials $935 $1,400 $1,400 0%
Resale Supplies (Gift. Shop Stock) $7,497 $9,500 $9,500 0%
Taxes (Sales & Real Estate)· $1,317 $1,400 $1,400 0%
Utilities $8,988 $12,000 $12,000 0% Ameren estimate

TOTALS $63,895 $78,350 $78,350 0%
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RESOURCE COMMITTEE REPORT 

A schedule of six major fundraising events was adopted.  This group of events plus the 
memorial patio/garden brick sale comprised the major portion of fund development for the 
Windmill.  In addition to the events and memorial patio, the resource committee has also 
been responsible for applications for grants, educational programs and the operation of the 
museum associated with the mill. 

EVENTS 

MOTHER’S DAY DINNER. 
Restored to the calendar of events after a lengthy absence, 164 dinners were served in two 
settings at the Windmill Hall.  Floral decorations on the tables and a buffet luncheon 
produced a pleasant springtime atmosphere for family celebrations of Mom’s big day. 

HERITAGE DAYS/SWEET CORN DINNER. 
Although the July 26/27th dates conflicted with the Adams County fair the fourth Heritage 
Days and 22nd Sweet Corn Dinner was well attended.  Vendors and demonstrators filled the 
parking area and an entertainment tent provided the venue for contests and shows.  
Saturday’s activities began with a parade themed “Big Mill on the Prairie” through 
downtown Golden, and continued with a baby contest, Little Miss and Mister Heritage Days 
and Fritz and Freda selections, and a spelling bee, fashion show and music.  A church service 
started the activities on Sunday with a talent contest and corn eating contest after the Sweet 
Corn Dinner concluding the event.  Approximately 400 dinners were served on Sunday and 
nearly $2,000 in sales at the outdoor food stand Saturday and Sunday proved the crowd liked 
to eat! 

OCTOBERFEST GERMAN DINNER. 
In addition to the dinner of pork chops and bratwurst with traditional German side dishes 
served to 300, the second presentation of a “Cemetery Tour,” with 41 tickets sold, was a 
successful activity.  The inclement weather forced presenters to do their historical 
interpretations in the East Wing of the Mill and the brief guided tour of the actual gravesites 
at South Prairie Cemetery was offered as an optional part of the activity.  

CHRISTMAS AT THE MILL.   
A display of entrees in the Christmas tree 
decorating contest of the Central school 
district classes and  
20 vendors filled the lower hall with a 
festive air and a variety of wares for holiday 
shopping .  The upper level provided space 
for decorated trees, children’s activities, 
stories from Opa and Oma, lunch with 
Santa, and good food and entertainment. 
Sweet rolls and a sausage gravy and biscuit 
breakfast in the morning and the soup, 
sandwich and dessert lunch and dinner menu 
was popular with attendees.  The bake sale 
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items sold out, the gift shop did a good business, and the pictures with Santa in the East Wing 
were well received.  The Tour of Homes was a smashing success with 89 tickets sold. 

VALENTINE MYSTERY DINNER THEATER.   
Our second annual mystery theater featured “Love Writes a Deadly Verse” with the mystery 
centered on a Poets society.  As with last year, we entertained and fed a sold out crowd of 
180.  Spirit Knob Winery from Ursa provided wine tasting and sales of wine. 

WINDMILL FOLLIES.   
The 17th annual production of the Windmill Follies 
Dinner Theater occurred over three weekends in 
late March and early April.  This year our feature 
was “The Kitchen Witches” by Caroline Smith, 
provided another set of successful performances by 
talented community thespians.  Attendance was 
down approximately 40% from last year.  We sold 
550 tickets over the six nights of performances 
compared to 930 in 2008.  The resource committee 
solicited ads to sponsor the program booklet, 
obtained door prizes, and handled publicity. 

OTHER PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM. 
The educational program provides a glimpse of life in Golden in the late 1800’s and early 
1900’s.  The presentations take participants from packing a trunk for a long ocean voyage to 
a new land, through travel up the Mississippi to Golden, to school and household chores, and 
work in the mill.  During 2008 eight schools and 545 students attended presentations at the 
mill.  A new mill video was completed and put into circulation thanks to grants from the 
Community Foundation of the Quincy Area and Quincy Arts. A visit to the gift shop was 
also a popular activity with students. 

MUSEUM. 
401 visitors signed the register at the museum in 2008.  Although the museum is open May 
through October, there were special visits in February, March, April and December.  New 
paint and reorganized displays brightened and upgraded the interior of the museum and the 
cataloguing of artifacts continued throughout the year.   

GRANTS AND GIFTS IN KIND 

QUINCY ARTS AND THE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION OF THE QUINCY AREA:  
Funds for a new educational video which was completed in 2008 

WALMART, DOT FOODS, LOCAL BANKS AND OSBORNE GROCERY: 
Contest prizes and food 

THRIVENT FINANCIAL:  $1,500 Heritage Days matching funds 
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MANY AREA BUSINESSES:   
Prizes for events, maintenance needs, landscaping supplies/plants for gardens 

JUNIOR/CADET GIRL SCOUT TROOP 5166:  Two trees for the new grass area south of 
the parking lot 

MEMORIAL GARDEN AND PATIO. 
Bricks and benches continue to be sold, with the total now at 511 bricks and 6 benches. 
Landscaping was added to the north side of the East wing with a new walkway connecting 
the north door and the entrance of the mill. 

PUBLICITY 

The committee also performed the following publicity projects: 

Submitted magazine articles, radio and TV spots, newspaper articles, community calendar 
and tourism publications  

Published press releases to TV radio and newspapers for event publicity 

Wrote news articles regarding events and distributed them to Elliot Publishing, Quincy 
Herald Whig and 15 other area newspapers 

Submitted event information to area promotional flyers and community calendars 

Submitted a calendar of events to Illinois Tourism Council, Quincy Convention Center, 
Midwest Living magazine and Quincy Area Tourism publication  

Submitted events to the Adams Electric and Adams Telephone COOP community calendars 

Karen Nichols 
Chairperson, Resource Committee 
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BUILDING AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE REPORT 

The following projects are either ongoing or have been accomplished since April 2008: 

1. WINDMILL PROJECTS.  The windmill restoration is now approximately 8-10 years 
old and many parts are requiring normal maintenance.  Some of these items are large and 
expensive.  The following describes some of the major items. 

a. SHUTTER REPLACEMENT.  We completed the construction and replacement of 
all 50 shutters installed on two sails.  
Jim Stout led the redesign and 
building and installation effort, 
completing the project last summer.  
The original shutters had weathered 
and most of the wooden shutter 
frames had rotted.  The shutters are 
devices installed on two of the four 
sails to catch the wind and close 
similar to a venetian blind.  They 
were used instead of sailcloth during 
the 1900s.  The Prairie Mills windmill is the only mill in Illinois known to use 
shutters. 

b. SPRATTLE BEAM.  The sprattle beam is one of two beams used to turn the  
20-ton cap which turns the sails into the wind.  The sprattle beam, installed in the 
middle of the cap and the largest of 
the two beams, is 37 feet long and 
approximately 16 inches square and 
made from a single piece of yellow 
pine.  It provides the leverage 
required to rotate the cap.  This beam 
has been weakened due to natural 
decay from the inside and must be 
strengthened or replaced.  
Replacement would require removal of the cap which is cost prohibitive.  Instead, we 
are working with Awerkamp Machine Company to fabricate and install two steel 
sleeves to install around each end of the beam to strengthen it.  We estimate a total 
repair cost of $6,000-$8,000.  We’d like to complete this project by Heritage Days. 

c. STAGE IMPROVEMENTS.  We will 
install another center rail to the stage 
fence to minimize the chance that 
someone could slip between the current 
boards.  We recently received a special 
order of extended length, 2”x4” lumber. 

d. OTHER WINDMILL PROJECTS.  
We installed a new floor above gift shop 

SHUTTERS 

STAGE FENCE 

SPRATTLE BEAM 
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which will seal up some cracks and decrease our heating costs. 

2. MUSEUM PROJECTS. 

a. WATER LEAK.  In December a furnace malfunction in the museum caused a water 
line to freeze and break in the museum bathroom.  Although lots of water soaked the 
museum floor, we experienced no damage to artifacts. 

b. We also installed a motion light on the north end of museum. 

3. WINDMILL HALL PROJECTS. 

a. JANITOR CLOSET.  We built a janitor’s closet near the main entrance to enclose 
the electrical boxes and store cleaning supplies. 

b. KITCHEN.  We completed several projects in the kitchen.  We rebuilt the south 
serving window and replaced a cracked counter top.  We also installed a new 
overhead door on the north serving window and replaced our six-burner stove. 

c. SOUTH STORAGE ROOM.  We installed new lighting. 

d. BACK LOT.  We are preparing our one acre lot south of the Windmill Hall to use for 
Heritage Days.  We seeded the lot last year and purchased a new John Deere mower 
to accommodate the additional mowing load.  We plan to install one or two culverts 
to provide parking access. 

e. HALLWAY ENTRANCE.  We replaced a worn entrance door and also installed a 
new hat rack. 

f. EQUIPMENT REPLACEMENT.  We replaced some of the Windmill Hall tables 
and chairs as they either wear out or are broken.  We also purchased a new Canon 
copier. 

4. UPCOMING PROJECTS.  We are planning several cleanup weeks in April to get 
ready for the upcoming tour season.  We always need help.  Consider volunteering some 
time to cleaning, painting and repairs. 

CLAYTON WORK CAMP.  Special thanks to the Clayton Work Camp for their assistance 
during the last year.  A lot of this couldn’t have been done without them. 

Don Buss 
Chairperson, Building and Ground Committee 
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PUBLICITY COMMITTEE REPORT 

Over the last six months the Publicity Committee completed the redesign and publishing of a 
new brochure.  Thanks to all who were involved, especially Lisa Newell of Elliott 
Publishing, who made this happen.  We will need everyone’s help to get these brochures to 
welcome centers, hotels/motels and other places of interest within 150 to 200 mile radius as 
the price to have someone do this is too costly. 

All members should have received the second issue of our quarterly newsletter.  The 
committee feels with the quarterly newsletter we can keep our members more informed of 
Society news and events.  We should expand our mailing list on the newsletter, but question 
is who should it be mailed to?  We will need everyone’s help to write articles, comments, 
jokes, and stories to keep the newsletter going.  Send your information to Roger Flesner by  
e-mail at dflesner@adams.net or by mail to PO Box 52, Golden, IL 62339-0052.   

We would like to place more permanent road signs on key highways.  There currently are 
four permanent signs at the US 24/IL 94 intersection east of Camp Point, at the IL 61/IL 94 
intersection northwest of Golden, and on the Clayton/Augusta blacktop and the Cannonball 
blacktop.  The committee is exploring the installation of additional signs at the IL 336/IL 61 
intersection near Loraine and near Nauvoo, Carthage, Pittsfield, Springfield, Macomb and 
possibly Galesburg.  We are getting quotes for signs, checking with the State of Illinois to get 
necessary paper work and cost, if any, to install the signs.   

The committee is also trying to make sure the “Prairie Mills Windmill” name is listed with 
all historical websites/brochures/media location, and asking other local attractions to link our 
website to their website to further develop tourism to the Windmill. 

Last year we placed a billboard on IL 336 near the Adams County fairgrounds but received 
few tourists from it.  The committee considered placing another billboard at other locations 
including IL 336 southbound at Quincy but decided not to pursue it. 

The Publicity committee welcomes anyone who is interested in working on this committee.  
Contact Roger Flesner (217) 696-4254 or email at dflesner@adams.net for more information 
or to volunteer. 

Roger Flesner 
Chairperson, Publicity Committee 
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2009 MEMBER REGISTRATION 

  
NAME(S) 

  
ADDRESS 

  
CITY, STATE ZIP 

  
HOME PHONE CELL PHONE 

  
E-MAIL 
DUES: # People:   x $25 each = $  

Donation for mill upkeep: $  

Donation for other purpose (state purpose): $  

Unrestricted donation (use as needed): $  

 TOTAL ENCLOSED: $  

Make checks to Golden Historical Society.  If mailing, send this card and payment to: 

Golden Historical Society 
PO Box 148 
Golden, IL  62339-0148 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
The Golden Historical Society relies on its volunteers to maintain and support the windmill 
and museum.  We always need more help!  Please mark below any areas where you would 
consider helping: 

  WHERE NEEDED 
  Board of Directors   Mill tours 
  Resource Committee   Museum tours 
  Building Committee   Gift Shop 
  Nominating Committee 
  Publicity EVENTS: 
  Website   Mystery Dinner (February) 
  Landscaping   Follies  (March-April) 
  Maintenance   Mother’s Day Dinner (May) 
  Painting   Heritage Days  (July) 
  Kitchen   Oktoberfest  (October) 
  Serve meals   Christmas at the Mill  (December) 
  Acting (Follies) 

 


