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Golden Historical Society 
Board of Directors 

2006-2007 

President .................................Terry Asher 
Vice President............................. Bob Teel 
Secretary................................ Leona Ihnen 
Treasurer ............................... Lois Flesner 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS (BY CLASS) 
    PROPOSED 
 CLASS OF 2004 CLASS OF 2005 CLASS OF 2006 CLASS OF 2007 
 EXPIRES EXPIRES EXPIRES EXPIRES 
 APRIL 2007 APRIL 2008 APRIL 2009 APRIL 2010 

Wilbur Buss Don Buss Terry Asher Lois Reason 
Norma Schuster Tim Cowen Roger Flesner Marge Shank 
Jim Simpson Lois Flesner Leona Ihnen Jim Stout 
Jim Stout Richard Flesner Jim Nichols Bob Teel 
Bob Teel Kay Lord _____________ Keith Wilson 

Program 

6:30-7:00 PM: Social Hour and Refreshments 

7:00 PM: Call to Order .............................................................................. Terry Asher 

Report of Quorum ..................................................................... Leona Ihnen 

Reading of Meeting Notice........................................................ Leona Ihnen 

Approval of minutes, 2005-2006 Annual Meeting ..................... Leona Ihnen  

President’s Report ...................................................................... Terry Asher 

Treasurer’s Report .....................................................................Lois Flesner 

Committee Reports 

 Resource Committee.........................................................Joan Tenhouse 

 Building and Grounds Committee........................................ Wilbur Buss 

 Nominating Committee......................................................... Bob Reason 

Election of Officers 

Old Business 

New Business 

Adjournment 
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Minutes of Annual Meeting 
Windmill Hall, Golden IL 

April 10, 2006 

President Greg Frese called the annual meeting of the Golden Historical Society to order on 
Monday, April 10, 2006 at 7:00 PM at the Windmill Hall. Secretary Leona lhnen read the 
meeting notice and reported a quorum was present. 

Each member present received a copy of the minutes from the last Annual Meeting.  Motion 
by Wilbur Buss to accept the minutes, seconded by Jim Stout, motion carried. 

Each member present received a Treasurer's report.  Motion by Bob Reason to accept 
Treasurer’s report; seconded by Jim Simpson, motion carried. 

President Frese reported on things accomplished the past year and an overview of where we 
are going in the future.  He stated that soon we hope to have the mill painted-bottom by 
volunteers and contract out the painting of the cap and other unreachable areas.  His question 
to those present was "Where do you want to go from here?"  Kay Lord reported he had a bus 
tour from Havana coming this year.  Greg then introduced our new Buyer for the gift shop, 
Shelly Jones. 

Lois Flesner made a motion to honor the volunteers and directors in the Brick Walkway 
instead of adding names to the plaque; and to display the existing plaque in the East Wing or 
in the Museum.  Don Buss seconded the motion, and after some discussion, the motion 
carried. 

President Frese reported that terms have expired on five board members.  They are Leona 
Ihnen, Greg Frese, Earl Haschemeyer, John Aden and Terry Asher.  The candidates running 
this year are Leona Ihmen, Terry Asher, John Aden, and Roger Flesner.  Jim Simpson made a 
motion to accept the candidates mentioned by acclamation.  Motion carried.  Since we need 
one more board member, the Nominating Committee will continue to search. 

Joan Tenhouse reported we have received a grant from the Illinois Humanities Council.  
Someone will come to help us preserve and display our museum and its contents. 

Kay Lord made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by John Aden, meeting adjourned. 

A social hour followed with iced tea, coffee and cookies. 

Respectfully submitted 

Leona Ihmen, Secretary 
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President’s Report 

As I begin my first President’s Report, I want to thank the Board of Directors, the Committees, 
and all other volunteers for their work in the past year.  I am constantly amazed at what the 
Golden community has accomplished.  I occasionally question whether some people ever go 
home, especially prior to the Follies or some other major event.  Thanks again, you’re the reason 
why Golden has an asset it can be so proud of. 

I want to thank our retiring Board members whose terms expire this year.  They are Wilbur Buss, 
Norma Schuster and Jim Simpson.  Their leadership and dedication in the past years has been 
invaluable.  I hope that you’ll continue as Society members and help with tours or other events.  
Thanks to Jim Stout and Bob Teel for agreeing to serve another term.  I also want to thank Joan 
Tenhouse for her leadership as the Resource Committee Chairperson.  Her focus and tenacity 
resulted in bringing thousands of dollars to fund critical Society projects. I know she will 
continue supporting the Society. 

What have we done in the last year?  As in the past, the answer is “LOTS!”  Much of our major 
accomplishments are listed in the Resource Committee and Building/Grounds Committee 
reports, and I don’t plan to repeat them here. 

It is important to emphasize that at the 2006 Heritage Fair the Society celebrated the completion 
of the Prairie Mills Windmill restoration.  This is big deal!  For 20 years the community in and 
around Golden had a vision to keep the windmill in Golden and to restore it.  No one realized in 
1985 what funding and technical challenges lay ahead or the length of time that the restoration 
would require.  There were probably many times that the Society questioned whether the 
windmill would ever be restored to its former glory.  Well, it has been restored, and it looks 
great!  You should be proud of this accomplishment.  Along with this, the Society also paid off 
the last bank note and we’re now DEBT FREE!  We should call Dave Ramsey… 

Over the last year, the Windmill has also become more than just a historical landmark.  This 
facility is increasing its importance as a community resource, especially for future emergencies.  
The Unit 3 School District may now use the Windmill Hall as an emergency evacuation facility.  
If Central High/Middle School must be evacuated, students would be bused to the Windmill Hall 
where their parents would pick them up.  The Adams County Chapter of the American Red 
Cross also recently requested use of the buildings, grounds and equipment for “mass care feeding 
and shelter required in the conduct of Red Cross Disaster Services activities.”  Although we use 
it for fundraising, the Windmill Hall is also valuable to the community for a “higher purpose.” 

So, where do we go from here?  In the past much of our effort and expertise revolved around 
restoring the mill.  The restoration is done, and we’re now transitioning to maintaining the mill 
and other facilities, which isn’t real exciting.  We are in a similar position as the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration who has struggled to find their purpose after successfully 
reaching the moon (We went to the moon, now what???).  The mill is restored, now what? 

Just like in 1985 when the people of Golden had a vision of a restored windmill turning in the 
wind, a new vision is required now that the restoration is complete.  Without sharing a vision and 
identifying goals to accomplish that vision, we stagnate.  We “tread water,” keeping our head 
above water but not really going anywhere.  What do we envision the windmill to become in the 
next five to ten years?  What do we want to see here as we drive by in 2012 or 2017? 

Part of the President’s job is to propose visions and supporting goals.  I see the windmill and 
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museum, proudly supported by the all generations of the Golden and surrounding community, 
teaching future generations about prairie life in rural Illinois between 1870 and 1935.  To realize 
this vision, I propose the following goals for your consideration: 

 By December 2007, develop and complete a Society vision that describes what it wants the 
windmill and museum complex to become in the next five to ten years. 

 By April 2008, review and update the Bylaws of the Golden Historical Society and the 
Golden Windmill Corporation.  The Society’s purpose as stated in the bylaws is out of date.  
A specific, simple and concise and current purpose helps to focus future projects and 
decisions.  We can’t go far if we don’t know why we’re here.   

 By April 2008, develop a plan to make the Konken House a part of the Prairie Mills 
Windmill.  The Konken House, one of the original miller’s homes, allows us to show 
personal lifestyles of Golden residents, with emphasis on a miller’s lifestyle. 

 By April 2008, complete the reorganization and inventory of the Golden Museum artifacts, 
develop supporting policies and operate the Golden Museum as a museum.  A museum has 
higher standards for protecting and managing its artifacts to ensure they support the purpose 
of the Society, reduce the chance of legal issues (such as ownership of artifacts) and preserve 
artifacts so they are available to future generations. 

 By July 2007, begin publishing a quarterly newsletter for Society members.  Communication 
with the public occurs through news releases and the www.goldenwindmill.org website,.  But 
we need to improve communication with Society members to keep their interest, enthusiasm 
and support in the Society.  We’ve recently cleaned up and computerized the membership list 
to streamline future mailings. 

 By September 2007, develop a plan to increase local membership and to decrease the average 
age of its membership.  We are not getting enough younger people involved, especially in 
Board leadership.  Many of our most dedicated members are getting older and may someday 
no longer be able or willing to actively participate.  Getting younger people involved in the 
windmill and museum is critical to its future survival. 

 By September 2007, acquire expertise to assist the Society in marketing and operating the 
Prairie Mills Windmill and Museum as a museum.  The mill restoration really started when 
we commissioned a millwright to assess the value of the mill and to assist in its restoration.  
We need a similar commissioning of a professional museum curator to advise and assist us in 
taking the windmill and museum to “the next level.”  There are options to gain this expertise 
with little or no cost to the Society.  We just haven’t had the will to make this a priority. 

We’ve come along ways since 1985.  The windmill restoration is complete and it again turns 
proudly above Golden.  Now the real challenge is here:  How do we keep it turning for future 
generations?  The question to all members is what each person wants to see as they drive by the 
Prairie Mills Windmill complex in 5 or 10 years.  Will it be a vibrant, living testament to 
Golden’s ancestors, just another great but failed idea, or somewhere in between?  Again, thanks 
to all of you for your past support and I look forward to working with you in the upcoming year. 

Sincerely, 

Terry Asher 
President, Board of Directors 
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Golden Historical Society 
Balance Sheet 

ASSETS 

 December 31, December 31, 
 2005 2006 
CURRENT ASSETS 

Checking Account ..........................................................$ 15,097 ............$ 18,542 
Cash.......................................................................................100 ....................100 
Checking — Book Account.....................................................901 
Golden Windmill Account .......................................................306 ....................606 
Inventory — Books............................................................16,000 ...............15,931 
Inventory — Windmill ..........................................................8,000 ...............10,000 
Inventory — Gift Shop.........................................................6,000 .................7,000 
Restoration Brick Account. ................................................15,178 .................4,801 
TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS .........................................$ 61,582 ............$ 56,980 

Fixed Assets 
Building ........................................................................$ 883,919 ..........$ 883,919 

TOTAL ASSETS..........................................................$ 945,501 ..........$ 940,899 

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCES 

CURRENT LIABILITIES 
Notes Payable................................................................$ 12,677 

Fund Balance 
Unrestricted..................................................................$ 917,646 ..........$ 936,098 
Restricted ..........................................................................15,178 .................4,801 

TOTAL FUND BALANCE............................................$ 945,501 ..........$ 940,899 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCES ...........$ 945,501 ..........$ 940,899 
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Golden Historical Society 
Statement of Support and Revenue 

Year ending December 31, 2006 

 2005 2006 

SUPPORT 
Membership Fees.......................................................... $ 3,660............... $ 3,200 
Ed Gronewold Estate ....................................................... 2,000 
Memorials......................................................................... 2,436.................. 1,551 
TOTAL SUPPORT........................................................ $ 8,096............... $ 4,751  
REVENUE 
Rents............................................................................. $ 3,905............... $ 5,000 
Fund Raising .................................................................. 19,637................ 16,345 
Book Sales .......................................................................... 189....................... 69 
Donation, Tours, & Tour Dinners...................................... 3,886.................. 5,137 
Interest .................................................................................. 48 
Material - Supplies................................................................. 89 ....................... 19 
Gift Shop .......................................................................... 5,603.................. 6,246 
Follies Booklet.................................................................. 2,410.................. 2,585 
Perpetual Care ...................................................................... 95 ..................... 530 
Windmill Brick account ................................................... 10,405 
Sale Items ........................................................................... 118..................... 175 
Grant (Society for Preservation of Old Mills) .................... 1,700 
Grant (Quincy Society of Fine Arts)..................................... 250 
Grant (Quincy Society of Fine Arts)..................................... 250 
Grant (Community Foundation of Quincy Area) ........................ ..................... 650 
    To assist in producing a new information video 
Refund Domain Registry ....................................................... 40 
Walmart Educational Program .................................................. ..................... 250 
Illinois Humanities Council ........................................................ ..................... 500 
Transfer from Windmill Restoration — xxx28 ................... 1,690.................. 8,000 
Transfer from Book Acct............................................................ ..................... 897 
Transfer from Money Market ............................................... 863 
Cash Return ........................................................................ 760..................... 200 
1 Bench............................................................................ 2,500 
Museum Grant .................................................................... 250 
Land Rental............................................................................... ..................... 100 
Golden Fall Festival................................................................... ..................... 200 
Consignment Prom Dresses ..................................................... ..................... 487 
Thrivent (Heritage Days) ........................................................... .................. 5,853 
Vendors from Heritage Days..................................................... ..................... 225 
Follies Tickets ................................................................ 17,969................ 21,590 
TOTAL REVENUES.................................................... $ 72,657............. $ 75,058 
TOTAL SUPPORT AND REVENUES......................... $ 80,753............. $ 79,809 
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Golden Historical Society 
Statement of Expenses 

Year Ending December 31, 2006 

 2005 2006 

EXPENSES 

Cash for Events........................................................................$ 2,014 ......$ 2,229 
Fund Raising .............................................................................13,361 .......12,371 
Legal Fees .........................................................................................8 ..............63 
Insurance ....................................................................................5,150 .........5,344 
Utilities.........................................................................................7,661 .........9,039 
Interest ...........................................................................................998 ............849 
Postage..........................................................................................397 ............314 
Real Estate & Sales Taxes..........................................................1,218 .........1,373 
Printing...........................................................................................108 ............541 
Repairs and Maintenance ...........................................................2,224 .........1,365 
Kitchen Supplies.............................................................................643 
Advertising ..................................................................................3,008 .........2,441 
Building & Grounds .....................................................................6,206 .........2,290 
Gift Shop .....................................................................................2,854 .........5,955 
Misc. — Rental Refunds & Memorials............................................800 .........1,005 
Labor.................................................................................................... .........4,967 
Golden State Bank — Note .........................................................3,000 
Membership & Dues.......................................................................115 ............105 
Bank Card ......................................................................................211 ............297 
Consignment Sale..........................................................................383 ............239 
Transfer to Acct #xxx45..................................................................800 
Transfer to Acct #xxx28...............................................................2,500 
Transfer to Acct #xxx33....................................................................30 
Material & Supplies ........................................................................909 .........4,212 
Misc................................................................................................653 
Liabilities — Note ................................................................................. .......12,668 
Rent for Corp........................................................................................ ............300 
Kitchen ................................................................................................. .........2,057 
Office Supplies ..................................................................................... ............318 
Transportation for Education ................................................................ ............350 
Microphone .......................................................................................... ............227 
Ticket Refund ....................................................................................... ..............60 
Box Rent .............................................................................................. ................9 
Thrivent ................................................................................................ .........4,853 
Workshop............................................................................................. ............637 

TOTAL EXPENSES...............................................................$ 55,251 ....$ 76,478 
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Golden Historical Society 
Brick Account 

Year Ending December 31, 2006 

INCOME  

Bricks .......................................................................................................$ 1,125.00 
Rose for Landscape from Berrian Elementary School......................................25.00 
Interest on Now Account ..................................................................................26.83 

     TOTAL INCOME.................................................................................$ 1,176.83 

EXPENDITURES 

Gem City Memorial — Volunteer Brick Walkway ........................................$ 552.00 
Illinois Heritage Association — Membership ....................................................35.00 
LGF — Machine Hire — ground preparation front of Mill ............................1,919.36 
Landscape plants, mulch and equipment .......................................................872.25 
Golden Post Office — Stamps for dedication mailing.....................................156.00 
Office Equipment..............................................................................................20.00 
Transfer to General Account for Hall debt reduction ...................................8,000.00 

     TOTAL EXPENDITURES ..................................................................$11,554.61 
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Golden Historical Society 
Proposed 2007 Budget 

 2006 2007 PERCENT  
ACCOUNT ACTUAL BUDGET CHANGE  NOTES 

Advertising $2,440.66 $3,500 43%
Bank Card Fee $297.28 $350 18%
Building Repairs $3,985.76 $12,000 201% See below*
Consignment $238.75 $300 26%
Fund Raising (Food Expenses) $12,350.49 $15,000 21%
Insurance $5,344.00 $6,130 15%
Kitchen Equipment Purchases $1,699.95 $4,000 135%
Labor For Repairs $4,966.56 $6,500 31%
Legal Fees $63.00 $100 59%
Maintenance-Perpetual $1,364.66 $2,000 47% General Upkeep 
Material Supplies $4,212.34 $4,500 7%
Memberships (To other societies) $70.00 $110 57%
Miscellaneous $620.12 $675 9%
Postage & Post Office Box Rental $313.69 $1,166 272%
Printing $541.00 $600 11%
Rental Refund $1,005.00 $800 -20%
Resale Supplies (Gift. Shop Stock) $5,954.99 $6,000 1%
Taxes (Sales & Real Estate)· $1,372.84 $1,500 9%
Utilities $9,038.64 $13,709 52% Ameren estimate

SUBTOTALS $55,879.73 $78,940 41%

Other Actual Expenses 2006 
Loan Payment $12,667.95 $0 -100%
Interest $848.69 $0 -100%

TOTALS $69,396.37 $78,940 14%

 

*Building Maintenance as needed: 
 Repair plumbing (find, fix, repair drainage from toilets) 
 Seal roof 
 Replace or add lights 
 Painting 
 Upgrade bathrooms 
 Repair or replace furnace 
 Replace water heater 
 Add mesh to windmill stage 
 Seal shingles on windmill 
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Resource Committee Report 
 

SIGNATURE BRICK PROJECT.  
We continue selling commemorative 
bricks for the patio.  So far we’ve sold 
over 515 bricks for the project.  The 
sitting wall honoring the area churches 
is complete.  A brick walkway between 
the East Wing and North Wing is 
complete and recognizes board 
members who have served since the 
Society beginnings and the volunteers 
who have made significant 
contribution to the completion of the 
project.  Landscaping for the front of 
the Mill is also complete.   
THANKS TO OUR SUPPORTERS! 

GRANTS WRITTEN 
1. Illinois Humanities Council.  Received a $500 for museum restoration 
2. Landmarks Preservation Council.  Received $2,500 for Windmill Hall roof repair 

3. Quincy Arts.  Received $300 for student education 
4. Community Foundation of the Quincy Area.  Received $650 for the creation of a new 

video 
5. Wal-Mart, Quincy.  Received $250 for education 

6. Thrivent Financials.  Received $1,000 for Heritage Days support 
7. Donations of gifts in kind from several area businesses. 

EDUCATION PROGRAMS.  The resource 
committee set up an extensive educational program, 
providing students a glimpse what life was like in the 
late 1800’s.  Presenters dressed in period clothing tell 
stories which allow students to experience life of our 
East Frisian ancestors lived during the late nineteenth 
and early twentieth century. 

Younger students experienced what it felt like to pack 
trunk and prepare to leave Germany, travel west on the 
North Sea, the Atlantic Ocean and up the Mississippi 
River to a new home on the prairie.  They also saw 
how the mill was built and how it works, do household 
chores, go to a one room school, play games and learn 
a little Platt (Low German).  High school classes in 
math, physics, pre-engineering or history attended 
more focused classes in mill design and how local 
history related to national historical events, like the Civil War and the Industrial Revolution. 
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MAJOR FUNDRAISING EVENTS 

WINDMILL FOLLIES.  The 14th annual 
production of the follies featured “A Bad Year 
for Tomatoes.”  It was a big hit with nearly 1000 
attending. The resource committee solicited 
sponsorship for the program booklet, door prizes 
and publicity.      (Photo from the 2007 Follies) 

HERITAGE DAYS.  July 22nd & 23rd marked 
the second annual Heritage Days.  This year the 
weather cooperated with much cooler 
temperatures.  We commemorated of the completion of the mill restoration and the 20th 
anniversary of the Golden Historical Society.  Once again the event was a big success and many 
guests came to participate in the events planned 
for the two days.  The Adams County Old-Tyme 
Association exhibited antique machinery & tools, 
demonstrating how they worked. A number of 
vendors set up their tents, sold their crafts or 
demonstrated things like blacksmithing, rope and 
broom demos, lye soap making, and many more.  
Entertainment was provided throughout the two 
days.  The Society manned a lemon shake-up and 
root beer float stand.  New features included a 
spelling bee, clothing contest and art exhibit.  We 
served approximately 550 dinners at the Sweet 
Corn Festival on Sunday.  

Heritage Days will again be held on July 21st & 22nd,  2007 in conjunction with Sweet Corn 
Festival.  Make plans now to attend this fun activity. 

CHRISTMAS AT THE MILL.  A new 
fundraiser this year was the “Christmas at the 
Mill”.  In spite of a blizzard the day before, the 
event was a big success.  Breakfast with Santa 
started the activities Saturday morning and 
children were given the opportunity to have their 
photo taken with Santa. Other activities included 
a bake sale featuring treats using old and new 
recipes, craft vendors, stories from Oma and Opa, 
Christmas theme display tables told stories of 
years past.  There were also decorated Christmas 
trees, entertainment and food. 

We also plan to make “Christmas at the Mill” an 
annual event. 
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PUBLICITY.  The Resource Committee submitted the following magazine articles, radio and 
TV advertisements: 

1. Provided news release articles on a regular basis, keeping the public informed on the 
progress of the Windmill and its activities. 

2. Sent out press releases to TV & Radio Stations for Heritage Days & Sweet corn Festival, 
Oktoberfest, Christmas at the Mill and the Follies. 

3. Submitted information to area promotional flyers 
4. Articles to Elliott Publishing, Quincy Herald Whig and 15 other area papers. 

MUSEUM UPGRADE.  Pat Miller of the Illinois Heritage Association held a 2 day on-site 
workshop on Museum procedures, evaluating our artifacts, teaching us collection management, 
cataloging and preservation the items in our Museum.  Work is underway to complete those 
tasks. 

THANKS TO EVERYONE WHO ASSISTED the Golden Historical Society Resource 
Committee in our endeavor to secure funds and implement various projects and activities.  Your 
efforts to help us reach our goals are greatly appreciated. Committee members for 2006/07 were 
Karen Nichols (Chairman), Bob & Lois Reason, Bill & Rose Cassens, Marlene Ihnen, Roger 
Flesner, and Joan Tenhouse.  Thanks to John and Diane Aden for their service the past year. 

New members for 2007 will be Larry Haschemeyer and Bill York. 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Joan Tenhouse, 2006 Chairman 
Karen Nichols, 2007 Chairman 
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Building and Grounds Committee Report 
 

Per Wilbur Buss, the following is what was done in past year. 

1. Windmill:  

a. Completed painting of the 
windmill 

b. Enclosed the north wing 

c. Landscaped the north side of 
the mill 

d. Built a brick walkway 
between east and north wing 

2. Banquet Hall and Storage Shed: 

a. Installed metal siding on the west Banquet Hall wall and storage shed 

b. Installed an overhead door on the storage shed 

c. Replaced carpet on the inside 
walls of Banquet Hall 

d. Painted the floor, walls and 
ceiling tiles of the Banquet 
Hall 

e. Replaced all toilets in the 
restrooms 

f. Installed water heaters in both 
restrooms 

3. Museum: 

a. Removed walls at entry way 

b. Painted Museum 



 

 

2007 MEMBER REGISTRATION 

  
NAME(S) 

  
ADDRESS (optional if address on mailing label is correct) 

  
CITY, STATE ZIP (optional if address on mailing label is correct) 

  
HOME PHONE CELL PHONE 

  
E-MAIL 
DUES: # People:   x $25 each = $  

Donation for mill upkeep: $  

Donation for Konken House restoration: $  

Donation for other purpose (state purpose): $  

Unrestricted donation (use as needed): $  

 TOTAL ENCLOSED: $  

Make checks to Golden Historical Society.  If mailing, send this card and payment to: 

Golden Historical Society 
504 McAnulty St 
Golden, IL  62339-1013 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
The Golden Historical Society relies on its volunteers to maintain and support the windmill 
and museum.  We always need more help!  Please mark below any areas where you would 
consider helping: 

  WHERE NEEDED 
  Board of Directors   Mill tours 
  Resource Committee   Museum tours 
  Building Committee   Gift Shop 
  Nominating Committee 
  Publicity EVENTS: 
  Website   Follies  (March-April) 
  Landscaping   Heritage Days  (July) 
  Maintenance   Oktoberfest  (October) 
  Painting   Christmas at the Mill  (December) 
  Kitchen 
  Serve meals 
  Acting (Follies) 



Golden Historical Society 
Terry Asher, President 
1431 Hemingway N 
Quincy IL  62305-9202 
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