
GOLDEN, Ill.Washington School
second grader Paul
Schumm tried his

hand at lifting a windmill’s sack
hoist along with doing laundry,
1870s style, and the Quincy
Public Scool student had one
word to describe the experi-
ences.

“Cool.”
Eight-year-old Dashavon

Givens chose another word
when asked if she wanted to
live back in the 1800s. “No,”
she said, even though she liked
learning about the time period.

Touring the Prairie Mills

Windmill gave 7-year-old Paul,
8-year-old Dashavon and their
classmates a taste of the past
and of the German culture that
shaped Golden.

“We need for the children to
have some knowledge of things
that happened in the past,”
teacher Michelle Herman said.
“It helps their reading experi-
ence. They need a wide variety
of experiences.”

Volunteers at the windmill
were happy to oblige by giving
the youngsters a look at daily
life in the 1870s, a child’s life,
the windmill museum and the
mill itself built in 1873.

“This is a Dutch mill, about
15 times your age,” volunteer
Terry Asher told a class of will-
ing listeners. “It’s used to mill
different grains, to take grain
and grind it into flour.”

The students climbed two
flights of the mill’s narrow lad-
der-like stairs, then got a close
look at the sails from the out-
door walkway, or stage. “A
windmill is there to catch the
wind and turn the stones,”
Ascher said.  

It caught the attention of the
Washington students along with
items on display in the museum
ranging from buggies to long
underwear, an early lawnmower
and a spinning wheel similar to
one the students read about in
the classroom.

“If you like kids, and most
of us are grandfathers here, it’s
a lot of fun,” volunteer Melvin
Ihnen said.

Along with fun — both for
volunteers and students — the
school tours provide a way to
keep the past alive.

“What we are trying to pre-
vent is the disappearance of our
culture here in this community,”
said Marlene Ihnen, Melvin’s
wife, an educator and grant
writer working with the
resource committee of the Gold-
en Historical Society which

oversees the mill.
“Even our own children are

starting to forget where their
ancestors come from. Not all
exciting things that happened in
history happened someplace
else. Things happened here. We
want to give a little shout and
let people know we’re here.”

She just started to tell the
youngsters about her grandfa-
ther and great-grandfather
when fellow volunteer Marilyn
Haschemeyer interrupted,
speaking in Low German, an
unfamiliar sound to the young
ears but the language spoken in
Golden’s early days.

The community’s early set-
tlers came from Ostfriesland, an
area of Germany close to Hol-
land and its windmills. As the
population grew, land became
more scarce, forcing them to
migrate to the United States.

The Germans in Quincy told
the newcomers to stay away
from an area in Adams County
that was marshy and carried
sickness.

“The Germans said it was
just like the land we left. They
had to take their land from the

North Sea, and they said we
can drain it, make it produc-
tive,” Marlene Ihnen said. “It
was a good place to be.”

Daily living offered different
challenges in an age with no
electricity, television,
videogames, refrigerators or fur-
naces. Doing laundry meant
using homemade soap and rub-
bing clothes on a washboard.
“Wouldn’t you get tired?” vol-
unteer Rose Cassens said. “If

you went to school, it would be
a one-room building out in the
country with one teacher for all
grades 1-8. You’d have to walk
to school.”

Other volunteers highlighted
typical school days, clothing
worn by adults and children
and cooking. “It took a lot of
time. There was a lot to do,”
Shirley Schuster said.  

I see the Quincy (Township)
general assistance budget is
$235,000 per year. How much
goes to salaries, office costs,
travel, hotel accommodations
and other overhead? How much
is paid out in aid to the needy?

Supervisor of General Assis-
tance Steve Schrage said
$235,000 is not the general
assistance budget. That figure is
the total town tax levy for

Quincy Township. “The Gener-
al Assistance budget for fiscal
year 2003-04 was
$271,195.87,” Schrage said.

During the 2003-04 fiscal

year, the General Assistance
Fund expended $125,796.57
for pauper relief, $56,625.75
for salaries, $2,533.36 for office
expenses and nothing for travel
or hotel expenses.

Township officers, the super-
visor and assessor, have com-
bined travel expense and profes-
sional improvement line items
of up to $8,000 in the budget.
They spent $4,262.07 of that

last year.

Does Quincy’s animal control
crew have to pick up skunks?

Officer Mike Goehl said it
depends on the situation.

“If the skunk is an immedi-
ate threat, we would. If it’s not
a threat, we usually refer the
caller” to Hanlin’s Wild Animal
Removal, a local business,
Goehl said.

Goehl once caught a skunk
with his catch pole. He said the
maneuver requires lots of cau-
tion to keep the skunk from
spraying or attacking the officer.

Curious about anything
going on in your community?
Just ask. We’ll quiz community
leaders, business officials, histo-
rians, educators ... whoever can
tell us what you want to know.

Questions and responses will be
published every Saturday.

E-mail questions to
answers@whig.com or mail to
Answers, The Quincy Herald-
Whig, P.O. Box 909, Quincy,
Ill., 62301. Please provide a
name and phone number so
that we can respond or clarify
information. Questions dealing
with personal or legal disputes
will not be accepted.
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To provide a tip,
call 228-4474

GOOD READING SEVEN DAYS A WEEK!  CALL (800) 619-8080 TO ORDER YOUR SUBSCRIPTION TODAY

On the Web at: www.whig.com     

ANSWERS

LEFT: The Prairie Mills
tour includes a visit to
the inside of the mill,
where massive mill-
stones and the gears
that operated them are
located.   

ABOVE: Students from Ellington School make their way around the
outside of the Prairie Mills Windmill as a tour guide explains how
the structure works.

ABOVE: While demonstrating various common household items from the past, volunteer tour guide
Rose Cassens invites Ellington School first-grader Dominique Lewis to come forward and try ironing
with an old cast iron iron.

ABOVE: Dressed in period clothing, volunteer Marlene Ihnen helps
bring the educational tour of the windmill to life.
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WANT TO
TAKE A TOUR
OF THE
WINDMILL?

� Scheduling
and more
information
about touring
the Prairie Mills
Windmill is
available
by calling
Marlene Ihnen
at 696-2339.

Tours of the Prairie Mills Windmill in Golden give school children a taste of German culture


