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the signature events.
“We want to continue to 

have our heritage kept in 
front of our young people. 
We want them to learn what 
our area was about, what 
the history of Golden and 
the windmill was about,” 
Tenhouse said. “Unless we 
celebrate some sort of event 
to feature that, some of that 
history is going to be gone.”

Worries that the windmill 
itself would be gone, sold to 
another Illinois community, 
spurred Bill Cassens and 
Bob Leenerts to action. The 
pair learned on a Monday 
that no money had changed 
hands for the sale, and by 
noon the next day, they had 
raised $4,500 — enough of 
a down payment to keep the 
mill in Golden.

The men then gathered 
together a group of people 
for a meeting, and “that 
started our historical soci-
ety,” Cassens said. 

Offi cially launched 
on Jan. 30, 1986, with a 
15-member board, the so-
ciety dedicated itself to re-
storing and preserving the 
windmill — built by Henry 
Emminga in 1873 — and 
creating a “viable tourism 
environment” to sustain the 
mill and related businesses.

“We felt it was necessary 
to keep that mill in front of 
our young people, to pre-
serve history for future gen-
erations,” Cassens said.

Restoration work began 
in 1996 with major renova-
tion projects — including 
lifting the mill tower and 
replacing the foundation; 
replacing the tower cap, tail 
pole and stage; and building 
and installing new sails and 
sail shutters.

“The tower was the main 
part of the mill we were con-
cerned about losing,” society 
member Lois Reason said.

With the tower work com-
pleted and celebrated in Oc-
tober 2001, “we rebuilt the 
north wing and also the east 
wing to make it the original 
confi guration,” Reason said. 
“The west wing is still origi-
nal.”

Key to the restoration ef-
fort was help from then state 
Rep. Art Tenhouse, who 
secured state funding, and 
the skilled craftsmanship of 
Derek Ogden, a British-born 
millwright from Madison, 
Va., who led the restoration 
project, and David Weese 
with J&D Weese Construc-
tion.

“It took a lot of effort by 
a lot of people to make the 
mill what it is today,” Cas-
sens said. 

The Dutch smock wind-
mill is the only restored U.S.-
built windmill operating 
with its original millstones 
and wood gear mechanism.

Achieving that distinc-
tion took plenty of fundrais-
ing.

“We had card parties, 
soup suppers, anything to 
make a few dollars to pay 
bills. We made apple butter 
for a few years at Oktober-

fest,” Cassens said.
To date, the society has 

sold more than 500 signature 
bricks for a patio, but most 
successful over the years 
have been the Sweet Corn 
Roast and the Windmill Fol-
lies, launched as a perfor-
mance by several local acts 
before moving to a dinner 
theater-styled production.

The efforts helped bring 
a Golden landmark back to 
life.

“We Germans are known 
for our hard work and need 
to be able to see something 
to completion, see a project 
succeed,” Tenhouse said. “If 
you want to do something, 
do it right. I put my heart 
into it.”

Society members also 
put their heart into telling 
the story of the mill through 
tours and highlighting the 
community’s past through 
a museum, school programs 
and Heritage Days.

Longtime volunteer Rea-
son, the one responsible for 
many fundraising meals, is a 
transplant to Golden but has 
close ties to the community.

“If you live in a commu-
nity, you need to help sup-
port that community,” she 
said. “I worked with a lot of 
other community things in 
town, and I was interested 
in the mill. I like mechanical 
things. It just fascinated me 
how the mill was put togeth-
er, how it works, how they 
could do that in those years 
with knowing how hard it 
was to put it back together 
today.”

— dhusar@whig.com/221-3379
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WINDMILL: Restoration work on 
historic structure began in 1996

distributor, fi led a lawsuit 
against Quinn and other 

state offi cials over the law 
just before it took effect in 
September 2009. The law 
took effect while the lawsuit 
proceeded.

In addition to legalizing 
video gambling and raising 
taxes on liquor, candy, some 
soft drinks and grooming 
products, the law allowed 
private management at the 
Illinois Lottery, required 
the governor’s offi ce to do 
fi nancial reports on capital 
projects and commissioned 
a University of Illinois study 
on what effect lottery ticket 
purchases had on families. 

The appellate court ruled 
that some of the things the 
law did had nothing to do 
with state revenue.

If the high court sides 
with the appellate court, 
lawmakers could separate 
the legislation into pieces to 
again adopt video gambling 
and the other tax increases.

If that needs to hap-
pen, Quinn said lawmak-

ers should be ready to head 
back to Springfi eld if they 
have to deal with “a job 
emergency.”

“We’d have to take im-
mediate and prompt action 
even if it’s inconvenient to 
those who are on holiday or 
vacation. They’ll have to be 
summoned back to solve the 
problem,” he said.

A spokeswoman for Sen-
ate President John Culler-
ton didn’t elaborate on pos-
sible legislative strategies 
because the legal outcome is 
still hypothetical.

“If necessary, we will 
again work with all legis-
lative caucuses to chart a 
legislative course needed to 
keep the capital construc-
tion program moving,” Cul-
lerton spokeswoman Rikee-
sha Phelon said.

Quinn wouldn’t discuss 
alternative revenue streams 
for the construction pro-
gram but said he supports 
raising the cigarette tax.
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RULING: Law went into effect as court case proceeded

Highlights of this week-
end’s Heritage Days:

SATURDAY
10 a.m. — Parade.
10 a.m.-4 p.m. — Windmill 
and museum tours, $3 a 
person.
11:30 a.m. — Clothing style 
show.
12:30 p.m. — Spelling Bee.
1 p.m. — Storytelling. 
1:30 p.m. — Baby contest.
2 p.m. — Junior Miss Contest.
2:30 p.m. — Little Mr. and 
Miss Heritage Days.
5:30 p.m. — Talent contest.
6:30-8 p.m. — Country Blue-
birds and Larry Flesner.

SUNDAY
9:30 a.m. — Church service.
11 a.m. — Sweet Corn Roast.
11 a.m.-4 p.m. — Windmill 
and museum tours, $3 a 
person.
1 p.m. — Folk musician Mark 
Dvorak, a performance made 
possible by an award from 
the Illinois Humanities Coun-
cil, the National Endowment 
for the Humanities and the 
Illinois General Assembly.
2 p.m. — Sweet corn-eating 
contest.
2:15 p.m. — Cheryl 
O’Halleron fl ower arranging.

A complete schedule of 
events and more informa-
tion are available online at 
goldenwindmill.org.

HERITAGE DAYS

ams and Pike counties, said 
the impact of the governor’s 
announced salary cuts is still 
not clear, but her offi ce will 
continue operating.

“My offi ce will remain 
open at this time,” she said. 
“As I shared with my staff, 
our mission remains the 
same. We are here to support 
our schools and do every-
thing possible to enhance the 
educational opportunities for 
the students of Adams and 
Pike counties.” 

Niederhauser has been 
attending meetings this 
week between the Illinois 
Association of Regional Su-
perintendents of Schools and 
the governor’s staff.  

“The governor’s staff in-
dicated that there is a desire 
to fund the salaries of the re-
gional superintendents and 
their assistants,” she said. 
“There will be future meet-
ings to work out the details.”

Last month, the Quincy 
School Board accepted the 
resignation of Jill Reis, prin-
cipal of Berrian School, who 
began work July 1 as assis-
tant regional superintendent 
for Adams and Pike counties.

However, the School 
Board also granted Reis a 
leave of absence as a teacher 
for the 2011-12 school year, 
meaning she could come back 
to work for the district next 
year if something happens 
to the regional offi ce of edu-
cation. The board appointed 
Christina Cox as Berrian’s 
new principal.

David Vaught, the gov-
ernor’s budget director, 
said the impact on schools 
is a concern. His offi ce said 
Wednesday that it would 
look into the issue and pro-
vide more detail. On Thurs-
day, the offi ce released a 
statement saying it looks 
forward to working with 
legislators in October and 
will talk to superintendents 

about temporary sources of 
money.

Quinn announced last 
week that he was cutting 
$9.1 million that would have 
provided salaries for the re-
gional superintendents and 
their assistants, along with 
$2.2 million from their opera-
tions budget. The Democrat-
ic governor had suggested 
the same cut in March when 
he presented his budget pro-
posal, but lawmakers reject-
ed the idea.

His decision to eliminate 
the money by veto came as 
a surprise. Regional super-
intendents said they learned 
about it from reading the 
news June 30. The next day, 
they were sworn in for new 
four-year terms and for now 
at least are working without 
pay.

Quinn and his aides have 
said little about how region-
al offi ces of education should 
operate if the 44 superinten-
dents aren’t being paid. His 
veto did not come with any 
proposal to transfer duties to 
some other agency, suspend 
the offi ces’ work or arrange 
for another source of money 
to pay the superintendents.

Quinn has said the su-
perintendents, who are 
elected offi cials, should get 
their money from local tax-
payers, not the state. In fact, 
Quinn said he believes they 
already may get stipends 
from local governments, 
which the superintendents 
say is not true. 

One funding possibil-
ity raised by Quinn’s offi ce 
is taking the money from 
a tax paid by businesses to 
local government, the per-
sonal property replacement 
tax. Whatever the ultimate 
source of the money, it won’t 
be decided until October, at 
the earliest, when lawmak-
ers return to Springfi eld.

“We need to have that 
debate with the Legislature. 
We’ll have that in the fall,” 

Quinn said this week. 
Vaught said the superin-

tendents and their assistants 
may have to go without pay 
from July through October. 
He noted they’re not alone in 
waiting for the state, which 
faces a gaping defi cit, to pay 
what it owes.

“We have a lot of people 
who aren’t getting paid for 
six months,” Vaught said.

“Unacceptable,” respond-
ed Gil Morrison, president 
of the Illinois Association of 
Regional Superintendents of 
Schools. “We’re people, too, 
and we have families and 
bills and mortgages that 
have to be paid.”

State Sen. Kimberly 
Lightford, head of the Senate 
Education Committee, said 
regional superintendents 
provide valuable services 
and shouldn’t be expected to 
work for free. “I think any-
body who works deserves to 
be paid,” the Chicago Demo-
crat said. 

Illinois has regional edu-
cation offi ces across the state, 
some covering single counties 
and some several counties. 
Critics often cite the offi ces 
as an unnecessary layer of 
government, one devoted to 
bureaucracy and paper-shuf-
fl ing rather than educating 
children. The Illinois auditor 
general frequently questions 
whether their accounting 
practices scrupulously track 
the offi ces’ money.

Quinn argues the state 
should focus its limited mon-
ey on the classroom instead 
of paying administrative 
costs that could be picked up 
by local taxpayers, although 
his critics say that would 
just divert local money away 
from the classroom. He’s not 
the fi rst governor to go af-
ter the regional superinten-
dents. Nearly a decade ago, 
Gov. Rod Blagojevich tried to 
eliminate them but saw his 
proposal sink in the General 
Assembly.

Sen. Dave Luechtefeld, 
the Education Committee’s 
top Republican, criticized 
Quinn for cutting the su-
perintendents’ salaries and 
budget without settling how 
their work will be done.

“It’s just so poorly thought-
out by the governor,” said Lu-
echtefeld, of Okawville. “Who 
is now supposed to do the 
things the regional superin-
tendents do? And they do a 
lot of stuff.”

They certify that school 
buildings meet state health 
and safety codes. They decide 
whether proposed calendars 
for each school’s academic 
year are acceptable. They of-
fer GED courses for students 
who want diplomas despite 
leaving high school and alter-
native education for students 
removed from school for be-
ing disruptive. 

Regional education of-
fi ces provide training for 
teachers and issue the cer-
tifi cates teachers must have 
before they can take over a 
classroom. They also conduct 
training for bus drivers, is-
sue legal interpretations of 
education law and even issue 
work permits so teenagers 
can get part-time jobs. The 
superintendents also say 
they bring in major grant 
money — over $130 million 
statewide.

The State Board of Edu-
cation and Comptroller Judy 
Baar Topinka say they won’t 
pay the superintendents now 
that Quinn has cut the mon-
ey, but the superintendents 
maintain state law requires 
that they be paid, no matter 
what. 

A lawsuit seems likely. 
“I don’t intend to volun-

teer all year,” said Morrison, 
president of the regional su-
perintendents. “It’s my opin-
ion they’re breaking the law.”

Staff Writer Edward 
Husar also contributed to 
this report.
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EDUCATORS: Veto came one day before superintendents were sworn into offi ce 

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. — A 
major state employee union 
fi led a federal lawsuit Fri-
day seeking to force Illinois 
Gov. Pat Quinn to honor a 
contract that commits the 
state to giving pay raises 
this year to union workers.

The lawsuit by the Amer-
ican Federation of State, 
County and Municipal Em-
ployees, fi led in Springfi eld, 
asks a federal judge to re-
scind the pay freeze recently 
announced by Quinn that 
affects 30,000 state workers.  

On Thursday, the union 
announced it is seeking 
an arbitrator’s ruling on 
Quinn’s decision last week 
to ditch $75 million in raises 
to help deal with the state’s 
budget crisis.

“AFSCME members do 
the real work of state gov-
ernment, such as caring for 

the disabled, preventing 
child abuse, guarding state 
prisons and much more,” 
AFSCME Council 31 execu-
tive director Henry Bayer 
said. “These hard-working 
men and women deserve to 
know that their employer, 
the governor, will keep his 
word and honor his commit-
ments under the law.”

Named as defendants 
in the lawsuit are the state 
of Illinois, Quinn, Malcolm 
Weems, the acting director 
of the Illinois Department 
of Central Management Ser-
vices.

The lawsuit contends 
Quinn’s action to cancel 
scheduled pay increases is a 
violation of the U.S. and Il-
linois constitutions because 
it constitutes a denial of the 
equal protection laws, and is 
a breach of contract under 
the Illinois Public Labor Re-
lations Act.

Quinn spokesman Grant 
Klinzman’s reaction to the 
lawsuit was only to say the 
Chicago Democrat’s admin-
istration will take “the nec-
essary steps to manage the 
fi scal year 2012 budget.”

The governor has re-
peatedly insisted raises are 
subject to money being set 
aside for them by lawmak-
ers, something he said they 
didn’t do.

But Quinn’s contention 
that lawmakers didn’t set 
aside money in the budget 
to pay the raises isn’t en-
tirely accurate. Lawmakers 
cut spending for salaries 
despite the scheduled rais-
es, but budgets don’t dis-
tinguish between regular 
salaries and raises. Quinn 
decides how to spend the 
money.

He could have cut some 
jobs and used the limited 
money available to pay the 

full raises to remaining em-
ployees. Or he could have 
paid everyone the higher 
salaries and come back to 
lawmakers in October and 
requested more money. He 
also had the option of veto-
ing the budget.

Bayer has said Quinn is 
violating a “fairly bargained 
and legally binding” con-
tract.

The union said the arbi-
trator wants briefs from the 
state and the union by July 
16, when he could rule or de-
cide to have an evidentiary 
hearing. The arbitrator’s 
ruling can be appealed in 
state court.

Quinn has said he was 
“happy to go to the arbitra-
tor.”

In the meantime, the 
union has asked workers 
to hold informational pick-
ets throughout the state on 
Tuesday.

State employee union fi les lawsuit over raises 
LABEL
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 Chelsea
 ENTERTAINMENT

 4804 Gardner Expressway
 Quincy • (217) 224-7000
 www.chelseaadultsuperstore.com

 •• Adult Superstore •• Since 1978

 www.pdcarea.com

 • Any small temporary 
 dumpster or temporary 

   roll-off container

 Call 1-800-570-1616
 4 yd, 6 yd, & 15 yd - 40 yd dumpsters
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